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Richard Serra and Donald Judd at the MFA C

elopme 1o Boston, Alberta Chu, Thas

documentary Almmaker relocated

from LA last wear, and her newdy
completed Seetrg ihe Lardsorpe: Bick
Nerrn s Tulirarg Comtowr, one cool making -
Llf-{-ﬂ-irl-l"h.‘il:'." monie, screens January 29 ancd
%1 &t the MEA, with the flmmaker present on
baith occazions. This is & fascinating look 81 5
major Amerbcan artist, Richard Serra, who
has created site-speciie ernvircnmental works
all ever the world. His task here 5 10 make
something grest and wonderful, of beauty and
monumental scabe, that will meld with e
roflineg hills and the verdan bnd of the Farm,
a penvately owned sculprure park deep in
agrarian Mew Zealand. The Farm's owner is
at the center of the tale: Alan Gibbe, 8 New
Featomd zillionaire business mogul who has
the macho. tharisma 10 run a sports empine
amd the thick neck of a George Steinbrenner
or & Donald Tromp. Who can belp wondering
:[l'\-r |.|||.\,-¢1||_'_|' AMTANEEINEHE are o fT=limais bor
this documentary] what Serrs was paid 1o
mravel to Mew Zealand multiphs times over e
years 1o be there for the lj-tr'-i;!.'lil and comstrug-
tien of his artwork, Manny Ramirez bucks™

After pacing thie land countless times. Sema

decadnd on soascthing that would be consis-
tent with the carvy lines of the landscape: a
huge winding wall acrcss the terrain, 875 fieet
:1,|||¥_ El.] r|_-|_-| |'|ig"| To [ 11, t's !i,-ll'lill. soem o
Chiristo's Rurvsing Fence, a temiporary curtain

)
1

that i the 1970s sretched miles across rural
Californz. But Serra’s wall — the “Tuhirangi

SERRAAS "TUHIRANGI CONTOUR" iz o«
20 fort-high, 87 5-foot-lomg steel cirtain,

Contour™ — wouald be permanent. hk would
hawwe 1o e mmesdde b said, of stesl

“Richard amd 1 have a nice combararive
relaibonship. We both have big egos.”
Citabe tells dhe camera. OF camera,
enployes and enployer battle lurbously
about the material for the wall: Gibbs
wanls something cheaper, Hghter, mone
manageable, A stubbom Serva prevails,
amd afier o globad search, a shop is kocated
in Creermany whene mammoth steel plites
can be constructed and sent by New
Zealand by ship, Trip one: the ship’s cap
tnin stacks the plates 20 high, and they
tumblke over and break. A whole yeur is
lost rebuiiding them. Ag Last, 6350 tons of
stew] are dumped in Kniparn, Mew
Lealand, to be lifted high, thrust 30 feet
into the ground inio a concrete foumnda-
tion, and joined to form a wall. Filmmaker
Chu used rime-lapse photography 1o bring
us the months and months of building in a
fiow sublime secomds, Vald! I8 up! The
wall rusts into s beautiful subam, and
sheep graze happily below . °1 think i2's
magee,” says Gibbs, a satisfied customer

More art docurmentaries will be shown st
the MEA in February. Yeferan San
Framcizco Almmaker Chrstopher Felver
will ke a first-1ime visit for & small retro-
spoctive. He's well kneen for The Cowiey
Telirnd of Lavwenice Ferlinghaiti (Febroary
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