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" Any which way they can

BY RICK BUENS

A |

Electrum

A visual buzz with a techno beat is
Elecornern, the now film by Albena Chu
chosen as one of six “Odficial =clections”
by the DocSIDE Festival panelists/fjudges
[his imberview film s abawt the 50-foot-
tall electric sculprure, Elecoriam, by the lae
Erbe Dersihen switched an. o8 Tesla eobl
sucks e energy equivalent of about 1,200
IV sens, instamtly genenating 3 million
viles and whippang out 40-fsod bales of
lightning. Ir's a decided tread for thos
standing nearby

ke film Electrom documents the
sculptures conception, design, and pro-
duction, before shipping and final insgal
lation in a residential s l.II;"'Ii.IilL',h'.I'l.II:'H ]
feel from the house,”™ O chuckles. Full of
snappy nighrime images of parple-white
blazing Hghi, bizame footage actoally sho
inside the contraption, and testimonlals

during the sculpiune's testing, this film is a
dacument of a subcubiure few could
imagine, A high-voliage engineer says he
quit his job towork on the praject. A
gr-|:|||:-|l."h -:!.l:.'|::'::-". elecirical engineer

wilh Pacific Csas & Electric, Also mect Peo-
plehater and 5an Francisco's Sundval Re-
eparch Labs.

Chu, whio worked as a field produecer
on another Dock DE Alm, The fawndiced
£, sabd Elsrrrrien vt a “labor of love
|bag] I'm ||!.|L:n|g'.|;:- somie of the delb
with home video distribution [at)
www futureculnare.arg.” (Thats Chu's Web
site devoded 1o eybbemetics, human
brain/computer links, and the medical

LM

uses of chip implants.) To other fmmak-
crs 0 sas, “Just do ic With Jn
Cosis of | cigital video ... the financing
bottlenéck has been greatly reduced ”
uilt around the conventional talking-
head interview farmat, Elecrrsm offers the
wildest cutaways imaginable, from a '60s
light show arcing out of the top of a four-
story tower, to Orr actually perched inside

whtle Zews rocks.
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